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The North Carolina Black Alliance is a 501(c)(3) 
organization working toward state-level systemic 
change by strengthening the network of Black 
elected officials, and Black constituencies 
throughout the state.

The alliance collaborates with progressive, 
grassroots networks on intersecting issues to 
ambitiously address inequality and advance 
fairness and equity. These issues range from 
democracy reform, criminal justice reform, 
environmental justice, and economic justice. 

Learn more at www.NCBlackAlliance.org.
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● Originally spelled Gerry-mander was a 
term coined by the Boston Gazette in 
March 1812.

● It was used after Governor Elbridge Gerry 
signed a bill to redistrict Massachusetts in 
favor of his party.

● The district was said to have resembled a 
mythological salamander.

GERRYMANDERING ORIGINS
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It is critically important that communities of color 
be involved, as the redistricting process impacts 
our ability to build and maintain political power 
and advance the issues that impact our 
communities daily.

This redistricting education program offered 
training and resources to help our community 
understand and monitor the redistricting process 
and become more effective advocates for fair 
maps.
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CODE RED REDISTRICTING



● Plan to participate in monitoring efforts for 
local redistricting. Resources to assist with 
this can be found on the CODE RED 
website. We have already hosted two training 
sessions and conversations this year around 
the new maps, look out for upcoming 
county-specific sessions on our website.

● Educate communities on the ways the 
redistricting process impacts the issues that 
affect them on a daily basis.

● Submit a public comment on line currently at 
www.ncblackalliance.org/Code-Red
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2022 REDISTRICTING UPDATES
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WHY FAITH BASED ORGANIZING
The Black church has been at the forefront of the black liberation 
movement. From its roots in the “hush harbors,” where secret worship 
and anti-slavery resistance movements were formed, to its role in the 
Civil Rights, Voting Rights, and Black Power movements.

This history compels us to work alongside churches in the Black 
community to once again create the safe spaces, provide opportunities, 
and cultivate leadership skills to politically empower Black people.
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WAYS TO ENGAGE

● Faith Leaders
○ use the pulpit to galvanize 

congregants, helping them to 
make biblical and theological 
connections to social justice 
issues

● Identify a Social Justice 
Coordinator
○ works alongside the pastor(s) to 

keep the parishioners informed 
about political issues

○ keeps the church updated on 
policy changes, and is responsible 
for registering all voting age 
members to vote

Engaging Faith Spaces
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WAYS TO ENGAGE
Sustaining Engagement 
Community-wide

Faith Action Coordinator
● Works with local congregations to 

coordinate issue-campaigns and 
GOTV efforts

● Works alongside pastors and the 
Social Justice Coordinators to inform 
congregants of any pertinent 
information on policy agendas and 
election cycles



● Education (deadlines, options for 
registration, options for voting)

● Learn how to register online
● Safely mobilize your community to 

cast their ballot
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WAYS TO ENGAGE
Safely Mobilizing Faith 
Communities to Vote



• Include the “6 Steps to Register to 
Vote” flyer in announcements and 
display on website. DEADLINE TO 
REGISTER IS OCTOBER 14.

• 100% registration campaign where 
membership will be asked to check 
and update their registration.
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WAYS TO ENGAGE

[ DOWNLOAD RESOURCE AT SAFEVOTERNC.ORG ]

Establish a Souls to the Polls 
Campaign



• For all credible election information, direct 
congregants to SafeVoterNC.Org →

• Emphasize using the Voter Tool for 
updates around EV, visit www.ncsbe.gov

• Mobilize every member to vote at an Early 
Voting site, or complete and return their 
absentee ballot. 

• Utilize SUNDAY VOTING!!!
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WAYS TO ENGAGE
Establish a Souls to the Polls 
Campaign
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MAIL-IN ABSENTEE 
BALLOT PROCESS
Requesting an Absentee Ballot

• The ballot must be requested by filling out the 
Absentee Request Form

• Places to Obtain Absentee Request Forms
– State Board of Elections Website at 

https://votebymail.ncsbe.gov/app/home
– State Board of Elections Office
– County Boards of Elections Office
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MAIL-IN ABSENTEE 
BALLOT PROCESS

Who may request an Absentee Ballot
Only a voter, near relative, legal guardian, or 
any member of a multi-partisan assistance 
team (MAT) may complete the actual request. 
A “near-relative” means: Spouse, brother, 
sister, parent, grandparent, child, 
grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, son-in-law, stepparent, or 
stepchild.

Returning the Absentee Ballot 
Request
For the 2022 Midterm Election, a request form 
may be delivered to the County Board of 
Elections by 5 p.m. on November 1, by one of 
the following methods:

– In-person

– US Mail or designated delivery service

Who can submit the request 
form?

• The voter
• The voter’s near relative or verifiable 

legal guardian
• A county multi-partisan assistance 

team

*A THIRD PARTY, NOT FITTING ONE OF THE ABOVE 
CATEGORIES, MAY NOT SUBMIT THE REQUEST FORM*



● Individuals who participate in the 
caravans can drop off ballots at BOE or 
one stop early voting site

● Coordinate a plan with local officials for 
public transit for voting w
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TIMELINE
Transportation Suggestions

Tips for a Successful Caravan
1. Encourage members to request their absentee 

ballots
2. Decide on a meeting location and Caravan time
3. Caravan to your Designated Early Voting 

Location
4. Snap a picture and share#BlackPowerBlackFaith 

and tag @ncblackalliance on Instagram.

Early Voting
October 20-November 5
Early Voting/Election Day:

● Include information about Early 
Voting dates and times in 
announcements, website, and 
social media. The Early Voting 
Period will be specific to local 
BOEs. Check your county 
BOE for specific hours and 
locations.

● There is One-Stop Voting for 
all Municipalities that have 
Early Voting. 
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GET YOURS TODAY! Swag Available Soon!
Faith-Based T-Shirt
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS



www.NCBlackAlliance.org/Faith

Rev. Marcus L. Fairley, M.Div
Faith-Based Director
mfairley@ncblackalliance.org
704-502-0186

THANK YOU!

mailto:cjbrinson@ncblackalliance.org

